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The paper deals with revealing the features of the planning structure of ancient Merv. It notes that
a combination of the oval configuration of the circumferential wall of its chora and the almost square
plan of Gyaur-kala on a multi-scale scale reproduce the old planning scheme known in Margiana
since the Bronze Age. The concept of Hellenism and its influence on Central Asian urban planning
are criticized. The Parthian period is characterized as a time of the active synthesis of the Iranian and
Greek traditions, which earlier, under the Seleucidsm existed rather in parallel. As a functional unit
Gyaur-kala was a solid spatial and communication framework of the city that had been functioning
for about 12 centuries. This constancy is due to the preservation of the traditional social organization
allowing a large settlement to survive political and military disasters. The example of Merv shows that
dimensions of a city are directly proportional to its vitality. This is an effect of increasing the complexity
of a system, not just scaling it.
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In early Arsacid history, a particular role was played by the nomadic Aparnoi (Greek
‘Anapvol, Parthian *Aparna), part of the Dahan Confederacy (see Olbrycht 1998a; 1998b; 1999;
2000). There are only two Classical authors who know of the Aparnoi in Central Asia, namely
Strabo (11.7.1 C508, 11.9.2 C515), and Ptolemaios (Geogr. 6.10.2). Another well-informed au-
thor, Justin, although he describes the beginnings of the Arsacids, does not know the name
of the Aparnoi. In Iust. 41.1.10, the emended Apartani (as a variant of Apa[va]rtani, viz. the
inhabitants of Apavortene) seems to be the correct form, instead of the alleged Sparni, pro-
posed by an unlikely analogy to Strabo’s evidence in 11.7.1 C508 that in fact deals with the
Aparnoi (Wolski 1969: 206, n. 36). However, the recent editions of the Philippic Histories, in-
cluding that by O. Seel (1972), prefer the form Sparni (Acc. Sparnos), attested to in one of the
manuscript traditions, whereas other traditions offer Aparthanos and Hypartanos. Alternatively,
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this variant may be linked to the name of Sparioi or Parioi in Strab. 11.9.3 C515 (subdivision
of the Dahai).

The Aparnoi appeared as the most powerful tribe in the Dahan confederacy, claiming a lead-
ing position in the steppes to the north of Parthia and Hyrcania in the mid-3" century BC. The no-
madic peoples of central Eurasia were often subdivided into several tribes. As a rule, a select tribe
within a confederacy regarded itself as a privileged or royal group, claiming rule over other groups
and clans. Thus, we know of the Royal Scythians (Hdt. 4.19-20) alongside the «Scythian nomads»
and other dependent groups. Likewise, there were the Royal Sarmatians (Ptol. Geogr. 5.8.16) and
the Royal Iazyges (Strab. 7.3.17; App. Mithr. 12.67.2). A similar internal division existed within
the Dahan Confederacy that embraced the Xandioi (Xanthioi), Aparnoi, and Sparioi/Parioi (Pis-
souroi?) (Strab. 11.9.3 C515; for further details see Harmatta 1970: 13; Olbrycht 1998b: 57-58).

By the middle of the 3" century BC, the Aparnoi gained a predominant position after the Dahan
migration from Transoxania to the Trans-Caspian steppes. Their genuine role during the imperial
Arsacid era (from the 2" century BC.) remains virtually unknown. It may be surmised that following
the conquest of Parthia some clans of the Aparnoi retained their identity and formed the chiefdom
within the Arsacid Empire. This process was perhaps similar to the political career of the Sakai in
Sakastan, who settled there in the late 2™ century BC and retained political power as a kingdom until
the 4™ century AD. The Sasanian inscription of Shahpur I (SKZ), inscribed in the 3" century AD,
points to the Aparnians’ significant political role and persistence during the Arsacid age.

The SKZ inscription names a kingdom called Abrénag (Greek ABpnvay) located in Khorasan
(Middle Persian’plynk [SKZ mpl 28]; Parthian ’prynk [SKZ pal 23]; Greek ABpnvay [SKZ grl 55]).
The king of Abrénag named Sadaluf (Sadaraf?) had a high-ranking position among the rulers that
were subordinate to the Sasanian King Ardashir I, and is listed next to the king of Marw (Merv),
the king of Kerman, and the king of the Sakai (Back 1978: 349). The political context implies that
his dominion encompassed Khorasan. Some scholars rightly identity Abrénag as the land of the
Aparnoi in terms of etymology (Sprengling 1940: 352 f. [*Aparnial; Eilers 1954: 373). In fact, the
etymology of Abrénag is the same as *Aparna — both terms go back to Old Iranian *uparainaka,
meaning «upper», both literally and metaphorically; the latter sense pertained to the most distant
locations (from a given point of view) (Huyse 1999: § 3.5 [I1, 28-29]; Back 1978: 186, no. 33 «oben
befindlich, von oben, vom Hochgebirge her kommend, dstlich». Eilers [1954: 373] cites New Per-
sian abar, «over, upper» [Middle Persian apar, Old Iranian upari]), hence the possible meaning
«eastern» (or «northeastern») from a Persian perspective. A similar semantic principle appears
in the Islamic period; early Islamic usage perceived lands lying to the east of western Persia, i. e.
Djibal or Trak ‘Adjami, as Khorasan (Middle Persian Xwardsan; Persian ¢ J\l0 Xorasan)».

The Sasanian SKZ inscription lists the land of Abarsahr as encompassing most of Khorasan
(Middle Persian (Mpl): ’pr stry; Parthian (pal 2): ‘prhstr; Greek (grl 4): 1 dvwtdtw €0vn). Ph.
Huyse translates the name as «die oberen/obersten Lander». Abarsahr’s center was at Nishapur
(Markwart 1931: 12). Huyse (1999: Bd.II, 28, Anm. 64) erroneously identifies Abarsahr with
Achaemenid Haraiva (Areia). W. B. Henning (1958: 95, n. 1) and Ph. Huyse (1999: Bd.II: 131)
do not see any link between Abrénag and Abarsahr. The term was formed after the designation
*Apar-na (Abrénag), sharing its twofold meaning, i. e. «upper», and «distant». The Greek variant
of the inscription provides the phrase ta dvwtdtw €0vn, which echoes the Seleucid term &vw
oatparneia, i. e. the «upper satrapies» (Huyse [1999: Bd. II, 29] sees here a reminiscence of the Se-
leucid use). The term «upper satrapies» referred in the Hellenistic period to the lands located east
of the Euphrates River (or east of the Tigris River), in the highlands of Iran and Bactria. It may be
arendition of an ancient Persian term (see, for example: Diod. 18.3.3; 20.47.5; App. Syr. 57; Strabo
15.2.1). Crucial is the Greek word &vw denoting «upper»; however, it also had the meanings «dis-
tant», and «easternmost» or «northernmost» (as viewed from Babylonia or Northern Syria as the
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focal imperial areas of the Seleucids), depending on the perspective (for Abarsahr as «the Upper/
Eastern Country» see JIusuni 2014: 73).

Abarsahr appears among the early Sasanian provinces in the SKZ inscription that provides
a list of the lands ruled by Shahpur I (242-271). The list entails Persis, Parthia, several countries
from Khuzestan to Armenia, the Gates of Alania, «all of the mountain range of Pareshwar, Media,
Gorgan/Hyrkania, Marw (Merv), Areia (Haraiwa), and all of Abar$ahr, Kerman, Sistan, Turan
(...)». Clearly, the term Abarsahr refers to the region of Khorasan, located between Gorgan, Areia,
Media, and Marw; it is preceded by the term hmk (Parthian) / hmky (Middle Persian), i. e. «all of»,
indicating that it consists of different subregions and tribes. The term «Parthia» (Middle Persian
plswby, mpl2; Parthian [pr]tw, pall) is not used here for Khorasan as it appears at the very begin-
ning of the inscription as part of the general designation for the early Sasanian Empire, includ-
ing its most important components, i. e. Persis and Parthia; alternatively it may refer generally to
Northern Iran, including Parthia proper, Greater Media, or Media Atropatene as the power base
of the western Arsacids, contrary to Persis (Fars). A similar, but not identical, view about the
meaning of «Parthia» presents M. Ghodrat-Dizaji (2016). Greater Media, Media Atropatene and
Armenia, in addition to Parthia proper, formed the core of the Arsacid empire since Vologases I
(AD 50-79).

Significantly, the term Abarsahr appears in place of the older name Abrénag in the Sasanian
inscriptions. Initially, Abarsahr meant «not the Upper Country but the Country of the Aparnak,
i.e., the Aparnoi» (so rightly in Markwart 1931: 52, but this is wrongly rejected by Lecoq 1987).
W. Eilers (1954: 373) accepts Markwart’s proposal and points to a second meaning for Abarsahr,
viz. «Oberland» (after Marquart 1901: 74). In the early Sasanian period, when the power of the
Arsacid Parthians and Aparnoi in Khorasan was declining, the term Abarsahr began to be under-
stood as the «Upper» or «Eastern» country from a Persian point of view. W. Eilers (1954: 373-374)
ascribes to Abarsahr/Aparsahr two meanings, i. e. «Upper Land» («Oberland, Hochland»), and the
«Land of the Aparnoi» (das «Land der Aparner»).

Additional evidence pointing to a significant role of the Aparnoi in the Arsacid period is pro-
vided by the Bundahishn in what Sam gave to Dastan the province of Sagistan (Sagan-séh) and the
«region of the South». Furthermore, Sam «gave the landlordship of Aparsahr to Aparnak (Bun-
dahishn XXXV 43-44; Anklesaria 1956: 299; see Markwart 1931: 52, § 15). Aparsahr is said to be
Aparnak-sahr (the country of the Aparnak)». Sam distributed four other regions to his children,
namely Ray, Pari$xvar (Tabaristan), Isfahan, and Asorestan (Bundahishn XXXV 42-50; Ankle-
saria 1956: 299-300). This tradition reflects a special role of the Aparnoi in Arsacid Parthia and
highlights their dominance in Khorasan/Abar$ahr. Besides, the account suggests an association
between the Sakai of Sakastan and the Aparnoi. A similar tradition is transmited by al-Tabari, who
names Abarnag as the father of Nariman, i.e. Sama Kresaspa (al-Tabari [ed. De Goeje. Leiden,
1879]: vol. I, 598; see Christensen 1931: 131, n. 2; Shahbazi 1994: 162, n. 109). Quite apart from
possible legendary elements, the quoted evidence suggests that the Aparnoi were a strong political
entity within the Arsacid Empire. The relationship between the Aparnoi and the Sakai, dating back
to the period of their neighborhood in the steppes, may be historic in general terms. Moreover,
this legendary relationship may refer to the special role of the Sarén clan, originating from the
Dahai, in Sakastan from the 2" century BC.

To recapitulate, the notion of Abarsahr, attested to in the SKZ, arose from the designation
Aparna and included a twofold meaning, first the Aparnian land and, second, a country situated
in the eastern fringes of the Sasanian Empire. The Arsacid Aparnoi must have had a major politi-
cal center, a principality, within Khorasan, probably in the Sumbar valley or in the middle Atrak
valley. In Islamic times, Abarsahr was perceived as the ancient name of the city of Nishapur, which
was the capital of one of the parts of Greater Khorasan.
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B panHeit ucropun ApiakuoB 0co6yi0 posb Urpan KoueBoit Hapop arapHoB (napd. *Aparna),
BXOJJUBIINII B COCTAB JaXCKOJl IIeMeHHOII KoHdenepanun. Tombko Ba KIacCHIeCKMX aBTOpa 3Ha-
10T 06 amapHax B CpepHeit Asun — Crpabon u IITonemert. Y amapHOB apIIakMACKOTO IE€PUOfA B
npefienax XopacaHa ObUI KPYIIHBI HOMUTIYeCKNiT eHTp. IToHATHe «Abapiiaxp», HOATBEPXKeHHO®
Hagmcpio [amypa I (SKZ), mponcxonut oT HazBaHMsA *Aparna u BKII04aeT B ceOs IBOITHOe 3Have-
HI€: BO-IIEPBBIX, TEPPUTOPMUSA allapHOB; BO-BTOPBIX, CTPaHAa Ha BOCTOYHOI oKpamHe CacaHUJCKOI
UMIIEPUIL.
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ITATEOJIMHIBUCTUYECKUX N HYMU3SMATNYECKIX JAHHBIX
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Knrouesvie cnosa: Kanewil, apvicckas Kynvmypa, apxeonozueckue KOMNLeKcol, npomo-co-

20utickoe NUCLMO, HyMUSMAMUKA, XPOHONLOZUS.

Apxeonorndecknit KOHTEKCT. B paMkax mporpaMmbl « Apxeonorndeckye 1 M1CbMeHHbIe I1a-
MATHUKY TocypapcrBa Kanrmort (Kanusioin) IIB. 1o H. 3. — IV B. H. 3.» IPOJO/DKAIOTCA MCCTIEN0-
BaHMsA STA/JIOHHBIX NTAMATHUKOB apbICCKOi KynbTypbl HOxxuoro Kasaxcrana (Podushkin 2013),
BK/IIOYast onopHoe ropopuiie Kynibrobe, HOBoe KpynHoe ropopuiie Ymbacrobe, a Takke Kara-
KoMOHbBIe MOornnbHUKYN Kynbro6e m Kputbinkap. B pesynbraTe momydeHsl MOMTHOILIEHHbBIE KOM-
IUIEKCBI, TI03BOJIAONINE TOTONMHUTD MH(pOopManuio o rocygapctse KaHroit, ero ponu B 9KOHO-
MIYeCKOI1, 9THO-COLVATTbHON 1 OTUTUIECKOIT MCTOpUN perroHa lleHTpanbHOI Asui, a TakxKe
€ro y4acTusi B MUTPALMOHHBIX IPOLIECCaX ¥ MeX/YHAPOJHBIX KOHTAKTaX Ha CEBEpPHOI BETBU
Bemuxkoro llenxosoro mytn (ITogymxun 2015).

B sToM mIaHe IpefcTaBIfeT MHTepeC MaTepuas U3 ropoauiia Yiurbactobe, KOTOPbI BKIIIO-
YaeT: KepaMIYeCKUI KOMIUIEKC (COTHY COCYHOB Pas3INYHOrO (PYHKIMOHA/IBHOTO Ha3HAYeHNs),
3eMJIefie/ibuecKyie OPYAVs TPy U3 KaMHs, MeTaJlIa, KOCTY (3ePHOTEPKI 1 IIeCThI, )KEPHOBA; Cep-
bl C KOCTAHBIMM PYYKaMI1), OpyXue (>kelle3Hble HAKOHEYHUKI CTPeNT, KOCTSAHbIe HaK/IagKy Ha
CTI0)KHO-COCTAaBHOII JIYK), YKPAIIeHNUA ¥ IPeAMeTbI ObITa (CypbMaTalll, Kele3Hble HOXU, UITIbI;
puc. 1, 1-13). OTMeTuM IpoUepUeHHbIe HA COCYAaX U 0OBEMHO BbIIEIIEHHbIE aHTPOIIOMOPd-
Hble, 300MOpHbIe N300paKeHNsI, @ TAK)Ke MHOTOUYNC/IEHHbIE TAMIOOOpasHble KaHTHOMCKO-cap-
MaTCKMe 3HaKy Ha Kepamuke (puc. 1, ).

Bbifiens1i0Tcs ¥ KaTakOMOHBIE apXeo/Iornyeckyie KOMIUIEKCHL: KadeCTBEHHas: KepaMuKa MeCT-
HOTO IIPOM3BOJCTBA, ITOHbIE KOMIUIEKTBI JMCTAHIMOHHOTO (JTyK, CTPE/Ibl) ¥ KIMHKOBOTO (Medw,
KUH)XaJIbl, 60eBble HOXKM) BOOPY>KeHMA, YKpalleHNs (HaOOpHBble oxepenbs, OpacieTsl u3 6yc
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